-st

ol " e - iy . ¢ ' . .
P R U S N
o » - : ‘ . . - ‘

vy '. 77,7 DOCUMENT RESUME . . ..

. \‘ - 2 s . coL . ) )
,V_n;n 259 847 ! o ot  eROC 015 195 '
‘AAUTHOR | Schultz, James willard; Reyhner,‘aames W111ard Sy
Ll . BEd. . c - L
"PITLE - " The Loud Mouthod Gun.’ g b Ty
. INSTITUTION " Heart Butte ‘School sttrtct $1, MT,; Hontana Council oo
| ~ for Indian Education, Bxllings. S . L
SPONS AGENCY' Department of Educatlon, Washln?ton, DC. "f: :»LJ‘
PUB,DATE = 84 - - . | o :
. GRANT . - "~ G008103248 - . | ‘ |
" - NOTE | _ 32p.; Fxr related documen t+; sbe ED 249 016. As told .
, * by Red Eagle to James Willard. Schultz. Illustrated by v

" 'given mere guns by the Crees, who get :them from white men on the = -~ . ~
‘Assiniboine River, trading 50 begvar skins for. each gun. With the . . wﬁ%’
"great medicine of the loud mouthed gun the Blackfeet drive -the Crow o

PUB TYPE ~ . Auides -' Classroom Use'- Materials (For Learrer)

. . Shawn Runpinyg Crane "and Rusty Tatsey. Illustrat1on
Jmay not neproduca clearly.

(051) == Creatlve.Works (Literature Drama Fune Arts)

.

(030)° - R ) Cen 3 )
- EDRS PRICE MFQl/PCOZ Plus Postage)J R :
- DESCRIPTORS *  American Indian Education; *Amerlcan Indian Hxstory,p

*American Indian Literature; American Indians;
. *Childrens Literature;i*Culturad Activities;
‘ ”f‘ .+ Eleméntary Education; *Supplementary Reading
" Materials; Tribes* . .

.]IDENTIFIERé'____*Blackfset (Tribe); Firgarms

o]

GABSATRACT . B - B . . ] - .t . ! " N‘.

Written for chxldren, this story 15 one in a series
about the history of the Blackfeet ‘from the precontact period :to ‘the .

" mid-nineteenth century. The story beginsg when the tribe first

. oy

encounters gnfire in a battle with the Plains Cree, then their
neighbors to the east.. A Blackfeet-warrior is killed and the others

‘return home to tell the chiefs and médicine men about the powerful

thunder medicine of the Crees. The Blackfeet determine to capture
this yeapon ‘and are successfhl but many winters pass and they cannot

“make it work. Fxnally, Chief Na—mak an}> proposes. that they make peace
with the Crees and, in return, learn to use their thunder med1C1ne. i
The Blackfeet not only learn to load and fire their weapon‘hut are - -’ -

‘south to the Yellowstone,-raid many. tribes, and gain and hold vast

country. even after all their enemies are aqually wellvarmed..L z)
| . ' *a

S . ._ ’ ) . . .‘f ) -

>

***********************************************************************‘

- ht,,:( RTINS

-t .

*,  Reproductions supplied by EDRS are ‘the best that can be made.. *.5Li;ff?
S from the ori?inal document. LA
.”,*********************************t ********************t***************
: . R R SR .
\ ' f‘a i o . X




A )

é

. ;4'2.
o
.

-

a

ot

-
B
L3

et N '- ‘ FER

\

‘Th Loud Mout

v B
* R -

984?

. ..
s N ."
N Fﬂp?f \(\r‘
12 }P‘ .

SR g
-lt-zﬁRJL(J H e

¢

;25

ED
:
-8
3 .
g -
5
a
m
[+ B

» ' h N Q . N ' o
R 0o S < AT TS
. : L \‘.'l N '{‘ ;
- T el I e '
" PR sl i Y .
- U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION * “ ’

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION \
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION O

/ CENTER IERIC)
¥ Thiw document has heen reproducod as

.’ " l‘ iy
.. ) *
-, N ’ A
recoived from the porson bv otglanization
onginating it ’ “"

O Mirior changs bave boan made o improve % et
e .

reproduciion quatgy o

& Points af viaw ot opirions stated in this docu-
ment o not nacessanly reptosent official NIE R
psiton ar pohicy

W PEAMISSION ro.nepnoouce THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEE,N GRANTED BY

16 THE EDUO'ATIONAL RESOUF\CES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."

I3

p.’~

A »

Council for Indian EducatiOn
aud the L



»
«
. 4 . .

' . [ . .. +
- . : / '

. . B

v ¢

. » .

\ :
"The. " Loud Mduthed Gun “is edited “‘and’
reprinted by permission of the Museum of -the.

OCkies,”Montana State Uhivé}sity. . Co N.V

This book was partiqlly funded by Grant.
 #G008103248  from thd . U.S. Department of
“"Education as ‘part - ‘of .\the " lleart Butte'

'Bilingual Program, However, opinions
expressed herein -do not n cessarily reflect [
.the , position of the U.S. Department of " .
_Education and no official endorsement 'by the
U.s. Department of Education shdéuld be.T
inferred.. : o R

The staff of ‘the Heart Butte Bilingual-‘"w

"Program wduld like—yto. thank John Murray of
‘the - Blackfeet “ Trib#l  Council | ‘and : Tom ..
Thompson, Molly *Bull Shoe and Willie R nning
Crarie . of the tribal ‘Cultural Review Comm ittee
for thei‘ﬂhelp in produping this bobk./

L}

, COUNCIL FOR ' INDIAN EDUCATION s
517 Rimrock Road, Billings, Montana 59102

Hap Gilliland President
v "

S ‘,«- Rosalie Bear Crane. Vice President

Esther Penalez Hoffman ' Therese Wooden Legs '
Lynda Lymber Hand :

.y T

 HEART BUTTE SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
o, Heart Butte, Montana 59448

Frederik Leitch‘ Superintendent _
Roy Johnson. Chairman |

| Gene'Guerdipee _.‘.,‘ v Bernice White Quills o
Athena Thompson N "% Louis Running Wolf AR




' - . B ’ b ’| "'_l'v b
THE- LOUD- MOUTHED BRpN™*"
SR S - e " -
- ) R ~ .. tyy -
~as told by Red Eagle '
. ;: "_ '. ' . . . ...
I;‘to | o ' "‘lA
Jameé‘W&llard'Séhultq '
, .
edited byaJon kllanrReyhnbrf oy
illustrated by Shawn Running Crane
' - and Rusty Tatsey
P . .
Council for Indian Education \
. Billings, Montanq-
‘ and the .
'Bilingual‘ﬁducation Progrqm,.,
| (Heart Butte, Mantana {'
1984. )
L .‘v' ._-_,
R !
N A ML .




I8

e~ THE LOUD MOUTHED GUN
' AN : \ . “. "' ]
T by'ﬂamGSuWillgrd,Schultz

*

‘ : ‘ ' IR
In  the very long. ago the Blackfeet did .

‘not own the countyy the%£NOWn now. It was

Crol country. The _coun;ry of the Blackféqt

was .faf to the north.ﬂf Tt 1ay? from the .
- Saskatchfwan south to the Milk River and from

the Rocky Mountains. eastward five or six dayé.
jpurmgy on .ho§seback.l On thq ﬁorth.add'eqstv
the tribe. was hemmed " in _ by phefWOst and
Platitss Crees.,. On the lﬁeuth'the Crows held
their own against us, ~

| Onpe, in a time before this time 1" shall.

-speak_'of, the Cr gs and the-Blackfeet were on

friendly térms. "“But . they fell out about a
woman, and there .was bitter war between them.'-
And so. it %ﬂs ‘that one spring a large . pprty
of yoUn Blackfeet warriors started out for a
raid in ‘the Plains: Cree country . Before they
left--of course--they ha( a medicine sweat’! .
béth :and an old medicine ‘man vprayed for'fvt
them ‘g As . they ware 1eaving camp ‘he gave them
a wqfngng. He said, "Remember thag the Crees

. have “one  strong: medictne: man, “° His ts the’
:f“'thpnder médicine." Look out for him. )

['S
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- 'The war party tqu&{;ed ;eastward . for mdny .

_sleeps.. : » .
- ‘ - . ‘-. -l . . 4 - )
T e 5 ———p
| ~ | B T L T
'..  The 'war party ttavelled eastward for.many . '

sleeps., Then one day thqy discove#ed;a .8 111 3
_‘jpafty  of Crees' ahead. "They were. evidently
'_Ibound for .a raid into Hlackfeet country. Our,'ﬁ

_lea&er said, "Hal They are ‘not so many as
'yé, and,__anyhow,-‘the Blackfeet are the best f 7F
fighters, Come" on; 1wb's charge them " .f.'_' "~
‘ : r) W “*-'-~w
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He 'mo sooner. aaiQX’the word, théh“the
' ‘ o ¢ ’

eoharge_ was started. As soon as the Crees]saw'
_the glackfeet they turned and ran. - They took

- refuge - “on- the ‘top of a small round *hill.

‘-Arrivlng'ﬁhear the foot of the hill, " the
~Blackfeet Counseled'together. They could, of
tgcourse; surround the hill "and just wait “until

the enemy d&hld be forced froh want of water,

: to- come ', down- and fight on level ground. But
most® of ‘the ‘party were too .1mpatient for
‘ that; It -was deciéed to rish the place from
a1l sides

L

4

Aa they stodd talking, they ‘noticed that3A
‘one Qﬂe' Crees " had somethxng in front of .
+ him that glittered‘ in the sun. like‘ice and

£

c—y

“certain rocks% But - ,they ) paid 'littié -

‘sttention, to {it. " They moved to the foot of

© the i1, Suddehlj,fstAthe top_of_the hill,

“there .wes' a boom of thunder and a puff of

i".."_s%nkake.-- With a .yell ~of-rpain;’AOne"'of’the .
AB;aqkfeetiﬁ fell -ﬂower dead} - Hts 'comradeth

cried,  "The thumder medicine man!t And they

t. . a \ .
ran and took shelter in a timber belt ot the -

» f’f’

" north -side of Egg;hiri. There they ‘counseled -

agaih:l _ . . _
o They got. so ‘angry at the death of their

_friegd that, they made ﬁsfush up the hilljas,_f

- fast ab  they tould go. - gain thunder boomed

|

1
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As they stood talking,,they noticed that onél
of the Crees had something in front of -him.
.that glittered in the sun 1like' ice and-
certain rocks. - / " ' .

A}

CCat ;hé:top. ‘Anothen_df.tﬂe'éarty feil;.ATheyS
. dfagged "him down  into the 3ffush"“ He was
- dead.  There was a small’ hole™ clear” through
“his body._'"Friends, _pald the leader, "it is
no ‘use . for us to try ‘%o take that hill. Upi
 there 'is; the thumder mehigine‘Cree. We were‘ _
“wérned aghinét him.' At ‘that they %id their.-;;
dead and took the back trail home.

R

4

‘l.'

8 . BEST COPY AVAILABLE

T




. 4

¢ * L . . vl : s

erivingr in,° camp, - ..they :tgld  what
happened ° The chiefs and meditine men at
- ence’ calied a big copncif' | They at fingt
| -";doubted the 'news brought - them. “One . o¥ the: .
rcemn sun priests had'a thunder mechiWe.i But‘}

\J"all_ he could .do was to pray to the thunder_hm
b{rd} He would ask Lt to bring the nains so .
thatd-the berries might‘ grow plentiful and"

-;syeet. It did not seem possible that” any one. :

}’-”eould" actually handle thunder and kill with-"

‘it. Eyeryone of the | returning panty

insisted, ‘however,- that their description of
. what. had happened 'was““wh a true. -They =
h.-realized' that unIess the‘Blagkfeet could get
o _this‘.ppwerful 'médigine fr?m the+Crees, the
tribe would - be driven from the codmtry. -The';f
. head chief said; o e o
" "We . must, regardless /bf our lives,
make one great 'effort to secure that
mediciner_' No doubt the wari'pertyf
'carrxing it is.now od i?s way here.\ d‘-
. %" As .you love your women and littlef
o ones, your old fathers and mothers,
go forth_fyou fightﬁhg. men end”que .
‘it or die. " - - 0 P o
. The' warriors took his words,«-They made
"preparations. 'The medicine . me - prayed for_l

them, They went eastward in different bandsqf
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They went eastward in different bands to 10
for the party of Grees. v A

?k

!

4]

~

L] 4

Y

&

. %0 look for _the" party of Crees. )

’the heeded the\ oreyers

| encient “medicine * One ‘of

"Blackfeet :parties discovered the enemy.

' i
streamf

‘Idthey,_

Surely sun

those men. _ﬁhe
'They
were
~ They
killed.

LS e avaiiAy

o

a thlcket of Qillowe‘beside a little”

" of

were cooking meat of a, buffalo qu
The Blackfeet sneaked as c103e7'ﬁ



to . them as they cduld._ bn bedng discovered-
they‘ made,. a ruah Booml went. the thunder
medrcine,"end,ba man_ fell Arrows ff@w and
more of the Blackfeet dropped The rest'kept
on. ahd overpowered and killed all the Crees.*'
) Qne of ~the victors, a younglman, seCured theﬁ_-
".hthunderffinstrumenp and everythingielsefthat__;
."its earrier‘haJZLh him? R ';i,'h - o
" "“”sOh, +how  proud they were.' How glad
_and  yeg, how afraidd’ ‘They.had in their® hands
'the tﬁunder instrument, g&ead medicine that
'Tthey did  not™ understand ‘Some of th@ party
werel.for leaving it sright _there.@,Many of -
_'them_-would not even_tduch~it. Butythe:young
| " man whox had. capt"’d it was-brave.. "I shall _
- ;earry{ it and a11 hat goes"* with it," he said,'ff
. "and ifdt kills ne, :why ‘then I die." He .
'g-pieked up the gun, ‘and they started’ homeﬂ’ It &
‘Was' very -heavy, this" -ancient piece., QPei'”f
-ofherlfdf the party. assisted hfh, and the two .
~carried it in turn,.,'- 4¢ S o
h X Arrrming home, the young man\gave the Dn .wi
' “tp a veyy wise old medicine man, There was .a’

-l

..arush of fslf'_the people& to see the strdnge
fj}th%mg._ A'AWhole.-daf* 'was. requir@h to displm&
’Qit.“,Thenf the medicine'men, ;he chiefs, %nd %5;
”*the' young mman -who had taken. ih, made‘,a :
_thoroﬁgh. examination theﬁvth{ng’and some
4 o 0‘
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One. of * the victors, a’ young ma’ secured the "
. thunder - instrument and - eveprything else that
rits carrier had on, Him..

.

. a . ] . ":'i/ . ‘;'\"':. .
' — '.'f‘- . e I, : - - / L l .
S R ..j"
Found strange kind4Qf rock. 'balls' in
. buckskin 'sack Then was Oalso some dried,]*

" fine' JMack paint«-—powdev, of e-—inran,;-"/".’,
iron bottle.» Thinking it bad medici e,:they;fg
threw 1t awa'. o Vil (N f-;j.

_-This gury. 'wésffVery' 1oﬂE.and heavy.n Thw;-ﬂ
muzzle - of . it 'wag“-bell ghaped. ;J t“‘wa$/ 5;
'ffintlock Ity'-ﬁwﬁmmingsf highly '

J»f
12 W, cuw Avmm.. /
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Lodidn'ey

”'hbolished ‘brads. There” was . with ft.a long,
idron forked “rest. The old mediclpe man with
ﬂa_the‘* otherh ' lookigg _pn- ‘made & thorough- §
examination'.of -it.* He examined. lt for many_'
'-:ﬁays. v Bgt he couldknot f}hd out how' to make.
‘ itw‘thqhde;' N ‘he ‘balls were what made hOleS’ |
“in people when it was f{red But what made-fmm’
”g_thef balls ~.go? . When. one was rolled down to"
“the "bottom cof he. barrel it would sinply, = .
roll out. again when the gun was dinvertedh
- Examining Ithe gun, - the old man cocked the
_”*hammefv on his thumb -and bruised it severely.
t%ﬂﬂHa!"- that had something to do with its
'thdnder;ng, He' tried it again¥ this time with =
'uthe_hban-'shut. Sparke flew ~when the flint
;ﬂélrﬁck the ‘pan, and he 1ymped and drOpped the
t-gan,“ %?pecting he. thunder to bﬁom. But itl".
That was all he could do with the
Qmaye it spark It'-was.a great f}

,".'}..Sunv J ’5
”‘disappointment._;,Bht .ahyhow, -~ thé thing was:
.TIg;eat_ medicine,-fa precious."t ihgf iThe olds
}[ﬁm rolled :i in Line fprs and" kept 1t~w1th !.
fahib 'other medicines. - He tfted\bo dream how
‘to" use it, f\f‘he could never get ‘the rightA

7;dreqm.‘ﬁ_nye‘y. .ew. days’ he,woulJ take” i out

. and  examine “'it ‘all over. Nothing: ever”
happened.” Aﬁd so passed seVeral wint%rs. o




-;HSparks flew.. when ,fhe flint struck the pan,__
_f'and jumped and dropped the gun, expectypg '
'the thunder to boom. N _

 ¥§33 several, I,kqow-not how ménywwlﬁters :  

passed. Then 'on‘"a ‘-day in the early_summer;?T,
"fthe same young man who. took fhe‘gun went'on
- "another raid inte Cree country.' He had been
-¢. named. - Na- mak-an ,for taking the first gun.7
' The party had ‘no sooner got well into Cree

“aﬂhbhnﬁry~ when =the§ met a party .of_Creeq.

" Na-mak-an gnd his* ‘party ‘attacked <¢hem ‘and

4 G,
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fmaﬁvggégtglped ‘upon by no. . less than four thunder
‘"jlinAtrumenta,‘l\Thcy_,were so° surprised~~two of )
:ithe}r-: number were” killed--that they haq_"v
hardly sense to-turh.and.run,”gFo; gome time .
s e ey juat ~stood-.~and-: staped.mgpgh«mouthad¢q¢mle
‘They vnever moved: .until ‘thé Crees charged. .ui
"'f.Then they .did run and. travelled back to the |
'“’*Blacquet country: as.fast a8 they coulI Cas 5fﬁf
The news they brought' was again almost
o unbelievable.-v It struck. terror to the\ﬁearta
flﬁ of Y all “the people. With four “thurider -
| _ingtruments “the Crees could do as they would ‘{.
" with the Blackfeet. Again the chief called a.
nbig' council and the men talked and talked. -
"1 only knew how ta use the One thunder'
instrument -ue_ have, a warrior sa&d, "it :
Zwouldn't . be.. fbad.f..TrYQ . Iry again! you = .

N MR
medicine men, . to get a reuealiﬁg dream about o

--;i.tu"_‘.' . ‘\ - . ) o ;
_,Because'; of his capture ‘ofilthe_ gun, Y
o Na~mek~ an "had been -made -a chief and " no& with

-

~authority he spoke up, * _r'_ﬁ-, L *{

"Dreams ‘'will not come. . We are to the !
Crees what dead- 1eaves are to the .
windg 1 ~propose to _go makelpeaqe*g li,
with' our enemies and learn how to use . S

L

the thunder 1netrument we hava."s.

B _hluw_#mlﬁuwmww_uh@ O




"¢mTry! ) Try .again,_ yOu medicine men, to get a<5ff

revealing dream about TLEL YT I e e

v
? ™

His words btought “instant relief to %he
',council They cried, "Yes! Yes! Why didn' tf

we think .of that before? Tt 1s the one thing
to do." Then .they _went ‘their ways afterfxvv

naming thoge _wﬁb. should go’ on'ithis peace
migsion. . L l. :
Na-mak~an led the party'of fifteen, They
cs:rfi‘edh rich presents for“the,Creevchtefsee“
, ’ ]

.

“ﬁzsr GaPY MMLABLE
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-They brought flné“waf Bgﬁﬁéﬁs;fféhﬁéﬁ”ﬁfgﬁﬁtﬁ?

L}

'skins,'

-

}gmbroidered moccasins. and bunches of valuablé
;heagle tail feathers.j They also ’ brought a_
”large quantity of a~wak—o—sis,-9 plgnt'the ,

t

fﬁBlackfeet grew for "smoking “before they_got o

. the white man .8 tobacco. - ' '

TheY Jwent cautiously {nto’ C&ee country.\st~

: beautifully . porcupine ‘quill

[

:-At last they found the big camp of the tribe. -
_qsuqq_openly 'approached it. They _sang “the j

.peace gong “and made stgns for peace, The. .

- Cree. chiefs, | seeing them' coming wiphout

'uysspsus,'ﬂfﬂg%nd eMbraced them. - -They'invifédufm‘:
'thsm to lodges.' There_they“rested'and'j“‘“

were feusteda + Then they distributed the

o : &
.. presents they brought. Theser were not"
“accepted at once. They, were laid aside upon

_the  ground.. . The Cree chiéfs qounselsdu .

\together. It was not long however before '
'their"taLk ended .Thé 'hsad,chief spdks'to R

) the'Biackfset; o

| "Wé:"accept your presents. Brothers;

“we ‘are glad' you have:come ‘to us this_

" day. It 4is' a good day,'lThe sun is_
shining and is glad to see us sitting.
here in - friendship “~instead of
fighting to take one'anoth€r's Lives,
Return :to youf people apd tell theu

‘\
\
.
. o L

X . /1113 1]7

L
b, . - -



.. They went cautiodsiy iﬁtb Cree country,

%ﬁ;hath we _fqojdgs;rg=peace; ‘égt fifs£§ 

" rest with us ' while we prepare
.pra@eﬁts“for_youf chiefs." E

. So -all. was well. They renained fqr some

" nights in the camp'énjojing.many feasts and

" dances.  They 1learned, to their great

surprise,.  that the .thunder ihstruments wene.

‘ ; - . - - — ¢ - N k |

.
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7§aid7*the Crees, “had  a strange, square;'log

¢

- It was from them- that they obtained “the
,'weapons; ;'They- gave“ffifty ‘beaver skins' for
.“each one. Then they showed the Blackfeet the

‘fem'lthey'.had——five'in all.‘,They taught»them

"Nafmakeane:_enough | powder “and  ball . for a

?;returned hom&fi.umany Creerfamdlies went with_.

v

lasted Toq many ‘winters,

" lodge, Na- mak-an. took the
and showed a wondering crowd'of'chiefs and

- loaded and fired it outside the 1odge. The

,‘every direction “when it boomed., The old

barrel by f throat like brass’ loops. The

e .

T

,.i..l_._gl T T T O

‘the medicine of white men. The white skina;

“how to load and fire;. Best of'all.'they ggve"l"

- hundred oharges 'fo the weapon he had*takenl'
~from .. them.,  Well’ satisfied the.ﬁBlaokfeet"'“

“them for a visit. So was a. peace made that.
_ Na-mak- an’ and hi ,men arrived home 1atel. -
" in  the evening. In th%&\ld medicine ‘man 5_,:;;
loid mouthed gun:’ )
"head warriors Just hoy_'to;use it."He evén.i
women ~and children, and even som!‘men, ran inhff
t parts.  He called the hammer its jaws because':“{
.. they firmly gripped the sparking flint. 'The.,'

pan was - named theiear.v The ram.fod'wad the.
fthfoat ‘because it was held in place under the

lodge. "away eastward OR_ the Assiniboine Rlver. _fhff

'medicinef'man‘,at-:once"named its differentW'“3”



"He ewen loaded and. fired =it outside the -
‘lodge., The women and children, and even some

'_men, qén‘iq every direction when it boomed. v

cY T T \‘/ B ~ .
. ‘barrel itseﬂ£ wés the loud-=or big‘moﬁthwf ;-,uﬁ'
L -And,'fat¥angé ito fsé_,_ now that ghe.old '
Vmed‘i.cine‘ mé\n-_”-underétdl'_'-;he 'd,e'ath ma'k'_ing e
1nstrumén£, '&mporthnt, 7revealingidraams péméw
to him” abowﬁ ”iti His,pdfeam'mediqine,_hiéff;
sécret | helperhigaVe him these rules about it::

It ..was never ﬁ\o be taken'from its emb¥oidered * -

i
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. . . ] . . - N . .
.. befope ‘sunrise., It.'was;ﬁto beﬁtaken.inﬁide

start, \the leadar of the war party must carry
’10/ completely around the big ;fmp. A1l his
- men, must follgw dressed «in their war coaﬁdmes
'}also~,revea1ed,‘dreams'that weretsacred to the

‘8Un. "\_- ! o . . . ., o | . . | . : .- . '

had often' invaded the COUntry of the CFQY

"Crows\vhad;-GVer managéq,'to hold. thetr 0wn.
.. what might they not do? . .
. . : Ch

‘_'made“.talk for atr&ng way against the Crows.
The ‘warriors ‘all agreed to do it‘and made
for'  the ' start.  They took

preparations’

‘
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}
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case except ‘to. HWe actually used, It was to

on - a’ war -expedltion, on the day befqre the,

Waf! Aif.' Now came'-war.':The ﬁlackfeetx

all® kinds of game, In season it Was~red with'

1ﬂ(pr; -with__thisw,medicine, loud mouthed gun,7

L

‘be hung outside the lodgé every pleasant day

“every- evening after aunaet;i _When béing taken
~f'singing ;certain 'songs /which thavdreaMSPhad;

~FVen to the Yellowstone agpd beyond,. They hadnﬂﬁfﬁ
'seen - it§ “many rivers,, streams, -valleys,

mountains and plalnd : All wereg alive with '™
laswéat berries.? They knew.that it was,a f&r anI
- richér, and more kindly country than théir8~inﬂh

 the north. They .wanted ‘it. . They had for -
"1:C0untless. winters tried to . take’it:; Bht'thép

The chiefs 'called a great .council and-;)'

o ‘wial'" Ch
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. and *sacrifices to the’ sun.. Then the léud
‘mouthed gun was carried by Na-mak-an in a-
complete circle. of the cemp"'with 'allmthe'

" men were left to guard the camp. o
ff“Elk *River, to Old Man s' River,:'tJ Belly -
Little River, to Cut Bank River. “At Cut Bank;~-

",nalﬂed.(i. Seoutﬁ 'were " sent g-forma:d"ton'
~discovery.  During their -absence Nawmak~an,

gand. his young man for servant moved away from

~to the sun for success against the enemy.’ He .~
'"tried ‘to get revealing dreams, He did get -
'themu . His ‘secret helber ~told nim;thetmnfs
fp*_carried H%ffnews to the wfiting party andf%w
dee’ glad'  their headts. They,were_ea;
7@ scouts returned after an absénce of

'“foor nightsl v They. went direct to. Na~-mak-an’

to them, e {
4 ; ' “ ! .
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'medici‘ne.:l-_ sweat - _bat’he and - made many prayerd

warriors following and singing. _Onlj enongh"f;
o , Southward they travelled day by day, to 3
./“_:Riv%r,r~to_ the River of Many Dead Chiefs, .to’

 River . they wfound signs_ of the enemy and

with ‘his medicine pipe, ‘the loud mouthed gun,.%l

;_'the party. By, himself, in quiet he prayedé"

exPedition was to. be successful . The-sefvantﬂw"

er to .

in  his sleeping~alone place.’ The leader. said’i'"
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"~ "We' ‘bring yod 'goﬁd'news.ﬁ The Crows _
“are camped on the next stream to the~  '
south," . (It was the .one that the.
‘Blackfeet 'aftérward“'named the Two
-Medtéine Lodge River.)" | _
The _ghief‘ aéked;_;vln"what shape«aré they? - .
'what"is_ the  positiqn of  thir camp?™ The

‘sRout answered : .

fy.." "Their lodges stand at the.edge.ban
o j‘vﬁidé loth‘grdyé of.cotﬁqnyoéds{in a
‘big 'wide'pottom;_'Just-aboye phe'camp
is a long high ¢liff. At the foot of .
. the CeLiff is a very_1afgéfimp&qnding;
~ place built'of:driﬁt‘iogs and drush..
A __As-_he ‘were watching from a diatance.
" the p}owst decoyed;Va..big band of
buffaloy .to xthé. cliff. '_fhey scared _
h'thémAAOQQr itJ to their death, Those' /:
.not” killed by the fall were unable to !

‘”,getflout‘ of the impound and were shqt
o down with bow and arrow._ ‘
( Na mak an Sald, A G o _
"I' do not like 'théﬁ"bigr'gtdve»qf»‘é7
~timber, . It would ~be ‘a. place ‘of
In ﬁ%riviﬂg'

~them outl-of there our loss would bé

<

‘refuge for"t Crows.

‘heavy., Wha; kind 9f _country .lies,“ -
below’thg camp?™ | A ,?f:‘l.;f_t




The scout replied _
Mt's a ‘wide, long, level bo*rom with__”xw
é‘-spr;ng -crpgk flowing thr~4gh At..

¥ . the lower ‘endiof it and to the north

N is a- low _pass; with_aihigﬁ Sutte in
L. “it,  On either side are coulees and._
B prken hills.m . o -
. Na-makeanaid, - | | BT
"Ha!'.lThat_ is better.v'The;é will we

o fight 'them." A part %; us ulll hide

T £ the breaks. With a few.men 1 will

lie on top of the ‘butte. with the loud . -

mouthed gun.lé Still .others shallu

attack' the " camp and retreat to- decoy .

the Crows to the - utte.".'> | A

1-Wi£h that he gave orders for the advance asttg

soon as the sun shoul set, B I
"It was ‘the Jnext 'déy. Thg\sun was- well
~ up. Women in -the Crow camp were everywhere
- busy .drying  buffa1o' meat _ tanning leather;f_'
and sOftenihg bUCkSkinS.. Men were making newﬂfﬁ
‘arrows “and’ flint arrow ‘heads. Everything was; f
_&efy”.quiet.  Then suddenly, a couple of men
: géﬁe “running’ into -camp . from: below.:f:They  
/bried, , | | . _ S

- "H9! }Thef'enemy comes.' A big crowd

of . the enemy’ is coming up the spring

bottom.” They are . 1Qud1y singing-

T P ST T T




. to meet them. © Fifty men:againsf“theVWhole.Qf'

'*.they .could,'-ﬂowh.tﬁe"bbttom. up in the pass,

' their-.'lwar sdng.' ; The -Blackf'-.eet ére '

cqmiqgl" . PR | L e ~ﬂ€%'
» Thé élarm spread '¢uick1y to the very L
'5g?per redge of the campy The Crow warriorq,
. every -ome- of them, grabbed up bow, quive ,
and shield. Many put on thelr 'war bonnets.:*

-:They ruSheﬁr-down aroundy the . point; bf,theff
| groVe. About  fifty - of ‘the . Blackfget = -
“advanced. - The.  §ron  15ughed as they sprdng

 Crow camp. What fools ‘they were. Not one!df'.
 them should escape. S '.“uu-i'ﬂ
| _But {he Blackfeet had calculated = well
théir épprpach. "They had_noﬁ_tdmevtbd'near,'}f
" -They Qerq?ljUét a8 good runﬁersfas{were'the"

Crows. They turned and ran, ran as ‘fast as

'j'and. to tﬁe\“top-bf*the butte.,' The.Crows ran
1hafter'ftheq.. Tﬁé&‘ﬁained {pOn'them'ﬁowa;d the ~
- last and swarmed wup the side of the butte.
 Na-mak-an withlﬁthe_'bi§; hquthed. gungloadqd*1lV
E with ‘four:'balls .resfing~ih'itsﬁfingersftook¥iéﬁ
'godd . aim.at the.thick of the crowd and pulled =
o the triggef‘ " Whoon! It thundered andf."
‘vomited heavy smoke. “Five . of the enemyq-dead
and crippled--fell, The ‘others, all ‘those .
,hqndreds ‘of warrioré, .halted‘ and started
.qgeétidning one an9th&:f- .They . could p -1ﬁ




CThey were Just ap gOOd ruﬁners as the Crows.
They tUrned and Y ran,. 'ran. as fast. as they
could 7

. \.‘A
ooy
.

understand'TWhat‘ happened They/believed~~a8'

' *:wag' afterwamd learned-~that thunder “A'tsedf

and ‘a flash of lightning ha@'struck their .
COmﬂhdes.- S R o _:1“
Tpp’ chief cgied "Advance! Advance!_,It‘ﬁ

’ Lwill - not hanpen, again‘ X Again they made a':ﬁ




'"ruah even -to ®ahort bow ° "range of the top. S
~They used their “bows. The air vas full of o
arrows.; 'The Blackfeet i fired- arrows down at

;them. oﬁd men fel} on both sideqh. Nasmak-an

 'ﬁaited5 alone 1in “fhoﬁ;' of his"menjat‘groét
Crtsk to' himself. ‘He did" not flinch. He

| wnited a little longof-éhd then fired. . Three

Gmen felle o

«- . This time\ the prows plainly saw what was

~ killing them._d'rhe Blackfeet had’ thunder and
“1ightning megecine. ' They had the powen of

.,the sgirits themselves.‘ With hoarse criles of -

fright they turned and fled~~fled for their

lives. - Out from.the coulges poufed the great
body of Blackfeet warriors and chased’ them up'J“;:$

che flat, overtaking and diqpatching many. -
“They did not follow "them clear to uheir*camp! S
They had no.mind "to- fight them in their
‘grove. . Soon they went back’ down the flat. to- 
join Na=mak-an .and - the men with him. A1
_Jpogethert_they 'wént.over tovgho river to rost
} That . very . night the Crodﬁ fled southward-‘
-;‘ahm never again did- they set. up Cheir 1odges
“onthe . Two Medicine Lodge River. Nawmaknan 5
" and his men leisurely followed them to: Birch?Vh_»
'rCroek, oto _the ’I’etonK to the Missouri. They .
”,drOvolftQQm across that big“stroam. Prom time. ,

i.’EKC R .




- The " air ;as_ fﬁll ,bf_arfowq. The Blackfeet " .
fired arrows down at them, and men fell on

both sides., . ' ' -
- .« : ‘- .. . ' .
' | \__| o ‘ ' : - L
Lo . : ' '

: tdf.time-'bn‘thelway they frighxened them with»

- the thunder ‘of the loud mouthed gun, At the
Missourt, 'weil' satigfied with what they had ’
_‘done, the Blackfeet turned and went home to,
'gét‘ the " camp and'occupy.th@ country they had

“Bisr cony ALIBLE

taken. ' B




That ' was just the beginning of raids vith
- qﬂe_ loud- mouthed gun., It was carried again

- and again against the Crows, - They were ! ‘
_,érf{en-'to the Yellowstone, It te;xorized the  ' .
'qulath%ads, the Kootenat, thé - Assiniboines, L
ffandﬁ other -tribes. It - was great medicine. |
. Tﬁgn' one day when taken out to war and fired
v;in‘ battle,  the barrel bdrst._ Na-mak-an was
'Fserioﬁsly ingured,, The fight was won anyway.-
~ As ‘soon as the chief could travel, the'party
Iwent;_hQMe._' Again the old hqdiciﬁ;“man took
the gun. fle said, -  ° |
) "It lcaq  never thunder again.” But Ae
U te still “strong - ‘medicinb. r shall i
.keep it as long as T live, and T want
_ it buried with me."
As he said. sd it was done, ( : .
.-Remaining frieﬁ&ly ‘with ;t *Crees, the ¥
" Blackfeet .soon got. other guns " from thenm,
: With these weapons they held what they had
:gainéd. Long afterward, even after all their
eifenies becamea equally well armed they held
~and 'stidl hold the great count;y ‘they 3ained
‘With,%the 1oud mouthed gun. “Ai, my son, it
was great medicine.
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NOTES

»

. Jdmes Willard - Schyltz Iived with the
Blackfeet. during the last quarter of . the
nineteenth century, He saw the last of the
great Buffalo herds disappear and the forcing
~of th Blackfeet onto"” smaller ‘and smaller,
regserwBtions, He wrote, many stories about:
the Blackfeet, "The Loud*Mouthed Gun" is in
WHY GONE THOSE TIMES ‘(ed. by Eugene J.ee
Sill4iman, University “of Oklahoma Press,
. .Norman;‘-1974). Jon Reyhner edited "The Loud
~ -Mouthed Gun" _ for use by students - on, - the
Blackfeet Reservation. . " '

The Blagkfeet Reservation 1s'lbéatéd in . -

- north-central Montana on the eastern edge of
the Rocky Mountaine next to Glacier National

., .vPark.- " To. learn “more ‘about” the Blackfeet, ..:

three ‘books are suggested' THE BLACKFEET: .
RAIDERS OF THE NORTHWESTERN PLAINS by John C4
Ewers, University of Oklahoma Press, 1982;
BLACKFOOT LODGE  TALES by George Bird
Grinnell, University of Nebraska Press, 1962
(This 1is a reprint of the 1892 edition); and

THE OLD  NORTH TRAIL: .LIFE, LEGENDS AND

RELIGION OF THE BLACKFEET INDIANS by Walter ‘ 

McClintock, ,University of Nebraska -@tess, .
Lincoln, 1968 (This is a reprint of the 1910
edition), . |

- The Heart Butte Bilingnal Progrﬁg .Has a
. published a number of other stori for
children about the Blackfeet includin§
""Famine , Winter",' "Quest for . Courage",
"Natosi: Strong Medicine" "Sik-ki-mi", and
"Little Blaze and the Buffalo Jump", These
stories - span the history of .the Blackfeet
from the time before they had horseé and guns
till.  thedr, first contacts with White-men in

e
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‘eg_the

ntury.

the nineteenth ce

“middle 'of
are .available from the non-
Indian Education, Box 31215,'

Billings,
59107. '
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Heart. Butte Bilingual P?ogrem Staff

q‘%Reyhner, Director

Warren Adams, Asst. Dir, /Curriculum Spec.

.

Molly Bull Shoe,_ReBOurce Teacher -
Ann Williamson, Secretary
~Pat’ Calf Boss Ribs, H‘Ee~8chool Liaison
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